PLATE LXXVII
THE BURDEN OF WAR

1.   ONE OF THE BAS-RELIEFS ON THE COLUMN OF
TRAJAN.   In the background is the Roman camp, separated
from the scene on the first plane by a range of mountains (the
left part of the picture belongs to the preceding scene, where
the soldiers are shown entering a recently built camp).   The
first plane is occupied by a rich cornfield ;   the wheat is ripe
and the crop excellent;  the Roman soldiers have crossed the
mountains to reap the enemy's fields and transport the corn on
mule-back to the camp.   Without doubt they would treat their
own provinces in the same way, if necessary, especially in time
of civil war.   2nd cent. A. D.   Forum Traiani, Rome.

2.   ONE OF THE BAS-RELIEFS OF THE COLUMN OF
M. AURELIUS.    The train of M. Aurelius's army.    Heavy
carts drawn by oxen and horses and loaded with the impedi-
menta of the army are moving slowly under an escort of
soldiers    The enormous number' of draught animals required
for the transport of the soldiers! baggage, war material, and
foodstuffs may be easily imagined.    Most of these animals
were certainly requisitioned  in t the  Roman  provinces,   the
enemy's land contributing only a" small proportion.   2nd cent.
A. D.   Piazza Colonna, Rome.

3.   As No. 2.    Roman soldiers convoying the war booty
consisting of herds of cows and goats and of women captives.
The scene is typical and is frequently repeated on the column.
Men do not appear among the captives;   the booty consists
wholly of cattle, women, and children.

The reliefs of the columns of Trajan and M. Aurelius form
a contrast to those of the arch of Beneventum (comp.
pi. XLVIII), which express the policy of the Antpmnes ; they
give a realistic picture of life and effectively illustrate the
heavy burden imposed on the Roman Empire by the arduous
wars which it had to wage in order to guarantee the safety of
Italy and the provinces.